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Course Description:

There is a greater need to emphasize research in psychoanalysis, despite the fact that
psychoanalytic thinkers have been involved in research investigations since Freud,
Jung, and Spitz, right up to the present time. The history of such research studies will
be cited and modern researchers, including Beebe's work, etc. will described. A bridge
will then be constructed between basic research and the discoveries emanating out of
the new field of Neuropsychoanalysis, which include the works of Solms, Panksepp,
Zellner, and others. Readings on localization, equipotentiality, and plasticity theories
will be presented.

Course Requirements:

On the last day of class, a 4-page paper will be due. The topic is: Synthesizing art, science and
Psychoanalysis.

Course Objectives:

By the end of the class, students will be able to:

1- define what is meant by localization.

2- define what is meant by equipotentiality.

3- explain the importance of brain plasticity.

4- describe 3 ways to use word association to identify and measure complexes.

5- list at least 3 psychoanalytic empirical research studies.

(N)etiquetts and Procedural Overview:

Because our classes will be conducted using zoom, until further notice, please respect fellow

student’s space. Keep your cameras on, and mute yourselves when someone else is speaking.
Any confidential material that is presented should not be disclosed outside of the class venue.



Also, add make sure that the space in which you are located is private and what is said cannot be
overheard by others.

Readings and other Class Materials:
The instructor will provide students with, or direct students to materials used in the course.

Readings for each class will be assigned by the instructor from the bibliography that follows the
class descriptions.

Class descriptions:
Class 1 Introduction to scientific origins and ideas:

Methods of “Knowing.” The instructor will describe the following Methods: of Authority, of
Tenacity, of Inquiry, and the Scientific Method.

Class 2 Early Research Studies-- Localization Theory vs Equipotentiality & Plasticity

In this class........

Neuroplasticity Isn’t Just About the Brain—Review of Webinar by Ogden, P. (2013). Why
equipotentiality research raises questions about so-called “brain centers” (the localization of
function hypothesis), while providing reasons why plasticity is possible.

Class3 Freud, Luria’s Clinical Method, Bennett, et al “Red Herring,” Solms-Mirror Neuron
This class

Freud, Luria and the Clinical Method; Bennett, et al. “A red Herring”

Mirror Neurons—implications for attachment and attunement;

Class 4 Use of fMRI Neurofeedback with Auditory Hallucinations

Class 5 Solms’ “The Psychic Apparatus;” and Kernberg’s Integrated Theory of Depression

Class 6 Shevrin’s Work on Memory; and Taubner, et al Neurobiological Research
Class 7 Influence of Trauma on Cognition and Memory and Integrated Treatments
Class 8 Research on So-called Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

Seitler, B.N. (2017). Sophistry and ADHD. Discussion of how ADHD has been treated as a
thing, rather than a collection of symptomatic behaviors with a psychodynamic underpinning.
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Beebe, B., Cohen, P., Lachman, F. & Yothers, D.l. (2016). Mother-Infant Interaction Picture
Book: Origins of Attachment. New York: Norton Publishers.
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Schachter, J. & Kéchele, H. (2017). Nodal Points: Critical Reflections on Psychoanalytic
Therapy. New York: IPBooks.

Seitler, B. N. (2017). Sophistry and ADHD: The Dual Myths of Organicity and Biochemical
Imbalance and the Ensuing Medication Tidal Wave. In, BN Seitler & KS Kleinman [Eds].
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